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Luna, legate of Clement VII in Spain, was appointed to go from thence
in the same capacity to Charles VI, king of France,   Arriving at Valentia
in 1390, he obliged the saint to accompany him into France.   While the
cardinal, who had too much of the spirit of the world, was occupied in
politics, Vincent had no other employ or concern than that of the conversion
of souls and the interests of Jesus Christ;  and the fruits of his labours
in Paris were not less than they had been in Spain,   In the beginning of
the year 1394 the legate returned to Avignon, and St Vincent, refusing
his invitations to the court of Clement VII, went to Valentia.   Clement VII
dying at Avignon in 1394, during the great schism, Peter de Luna was
chosen pope by the French and Spaniards, and took the name of Benedict
XIIL    He commanded Vincent to repair to Avignon and made him
master of the Sacred Palace.    The saint laboured to persuade Benedict
to put an end to the schism, but obtained only promises, which the
ambitious man often renewed, but always artfully eluded.    Vincent in
the meantime applied himself to his usual functions, and by his preaching
reformed the city of Avignon;  but, to breathe a free air of solitude, he
retired from court to a convent of his Order.    Benedict offered him
bishoprics and a cardinal's hat, but he steadfastly refused all dignities;
and, after eighteen months, earnestly entreated to be appointed apostolical
missionary; and so much did the opinion of his sanctity prevail that the
opposing his desire was deemed an opposition to the will of heaven,
Benedict therefore granted his request, gave him his benediction, and
invested him with the power of apostolical missionary, constituting him
also his legate and vicar.

Before the end of the year 1398, St Vincent being forty-two years old,
set out from Avignon towards Valentia.   He preached in every town with
wonderful efficacy; and the people having heard him in one place followed
him in crowds to others.   Public usurers, blasphemers, debauched women,
and other hardened sinners everywhere were induced by his discourses to
embrace a life of penance.   He converted a prodigious number of Jews
and Mahometans, heretics and schismatics.   He visited every province of
Spain in this manner, except Galicia.    He returned thence into France,
and made some stay in Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphin^.   He went
thence into Italy, preaching on the coasts of Genoa, in Lombardy, Piedmont,
and Savoy; as he did in part of Germany, about the Upper Rhine, and
through Flanders.    Such was the fame of his missions that Henry IV,
King of England, wrote to him in the most respectful terms, and sent his
letter by a gentleman of his court, entreating him to preach also in his
dominions.   He accordingly sent one of his own ships to fetch him from
the coast of France, and received him with the greatest honours.   The saint
having employed some time in giving the king wholesome advice, both for
himself and His subjects, preached in the chief towns of England, Scotland,